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Attending the iconic Birdsville
ety

\ I Ill & have sorme particularty Irapp Tours runs & 1¥00km advanture nda
I 5 . - o
i 4 Y [ amazning sporting events in from Quilpie to Mt Isa over eight days with Eddi= Trapp has been running Trapp Tours e '
|
W) V0 wstralia and perhapgs ane al tha Raghlight Baxinsg the weakend ot Birdsville simce 2002 and Fis quided rides (hrough the
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the most iconic is the lamous for the annual nag drags. The ride takes in
Birdsalle Haces, The annual Duthack horse classie Quasenslard Dutback gipernentgs

racing gYent In thg south=-weastern corngr of

Ouiback offer ridgy-didge experiencoes that
sl paeple only evar drgam of. Edde s m tha
cowering incredicle landscapes that you just busingss of making dreams becoms reality
o P2's god the Birdswlle Races fide diallad
furstralia s massive and covering vast

thslarcas on g Gt Eabg 15 graal of v

CAR'N iMagine.

4l you newed is your riding gear, a small bag

Duensland & Aussie folklore, legemd and &
miust-see cxperiende. Most famously, race-
Goars Uravel by Bour-whasel-gdrve o Iy s e

wkh G Clothes, & pillow and sleemmng B3 g ki
and Soime Spending money. Trapg Tours take
cafe of thie res ), inclading Sering youw up with

purpose-built Suruki DR-Z400E or DR&S0.

limy fown of 795 residents for the mast lamous
Dutback horse raok event every Septombser,

but there s a Detler way o o it

tima, To keep ta the gighi-day scheduls for the
Tragp Tours' Bardswlle Races e, the sdsveniure
kichks off in Brishane with a flight to Quilpic

e Efip B2 Birdivill e 1§ oom plala | EFEL O NI IS I
wilhoil 3 rde bo Big Jed

FAST FACTS

= Trapp Tours run quidsd
AdvEnNDUres includeg
rides 1o Caps York,
tha Simpson Desart,
Birdovikle, and WMura
and Darwin in the
Marthern Territory,
They also olfer one ard
be-dary rides at Byron
Bay. H5W

= The Bindowille Races
ride includes flysng from
Briskars 1o Quilpie
whare ridirg begins,
Their gaghb=day bour
consisls ol sigand a
hali days of riding
powaring 15800« m.

= The flight from Brishare
to Gudlpia, hire bikes,
fuel, campeng anc faod
is wcluded im the SE550
price, Flights komse are
nioR nCluded,

& Syauki DRZLME and
DASED here bakes are
the weapans of choice,

= The Birdsville Races
ride nuns once annually
in Soptembsr,

» Take a look 31 Trapp
TRUTS on Wene L SmET.
com.au far rides, dates,

prices and pleniy ol

useful information.
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The 1¥00km al ridng & compladad at M1
|sa where you hang the bikes back ta Eddie
arsd you Iy hoene i comfor. The bils in
between Quilpie and Bt Isa are where the

EDDIE'S TOP 5 TIPS

Eddic Trapp's top frve lips 1o suniving an

adveriurs ride are:

1, Rida bo your ability,

2. \Dan’t ged invaolved in any racing with the
olhar ridars.

3, Don't speed-test the bikes. Cng rider ran inbg
same slock & few years ago while trang b soe
ey Earst i bilop wowld go.

&, Engoy yoursedf,

5. Remind yourselF of whiere you are and respect
YOUr naronment.

TOP TOURS

Tragp Tours Bass Eddie Trapp traired &5 a
mabar mechanic before jeining the Bavy and
Lraining a5 an alectrician, He than went minisg
uredgrground in kit 158, then went travelling
bedore kicking off his masorcycle adventure
tours in 2002, Eddic i the our leader. camp:
cook and raster of all at Trape Tours. Edde
works hard to keep everyors hapey but he loves
his job. You'd just #bout have bo say he's the
luckiest bloke in Auvsbralia. Eddie’s Exvounie ride
is 3eress thie Sempson Desert.

“1ove reding the Birdswille Track,
Mungerannie, Dodnadana Track and Nve alwings

loved Desdnacatis itsell. Crossing the desert s
just a great ride. There's so much wildlife out
g anid orvl &l s riaal |'|H;||'I'|Iﬂ|'l[5- Bar i w5 thia
Dalkhousie Hot Springs. 11's just fantastic, You're
i 1 Fichd e ol nessheene and there's these bl
springs at 2 degrees Celsios. Nve done that ride
about 30 s a0 | lll leve il You mivar [
sick of if. The Birdsylle o WMury Sowr i almost
&5 good. Finishing oll a1 such & beautiful place is
a true highlighl. Ancther ride of difference is the
Mt k53 to Dlaresn ride passang tkrough Matarsnka
and Lgchhsbd Mational Park. i's a déferent kind
ol beauty up ihere.”

aiddnitipre Ligs

A brue Qutback adwentwre Like this appeals

b all walks al Lilg ard the good neves o 1hat
almiost anpone can do it. According to towr
bess Eddee, It desesn L reslly matter how
milCh SXpereEnos you havwe an 3 bike, | can
Blways gat them throwgh. It tends Lo B the
guys that think they're gun riders that hurg
lvas. Thi readers with less experience
rige with more cawtson. |k doesn | matber wino

L

Ihid rdEr g

belory coming on tawr, the betier, They need

. U medrd b b 1hey have

whirg an ambualance cam reach you gasaly,

This dusiy etk
i Nl 13 af &
Etee o] lagmous

haris Feced ia
Awiralia

Riders meed 1o consiantly rermnd themselves
of where they are. It's the same in the small

come S0l ol fitness, [U's mot 8 hard rde b
it is six days on a bike and it does get tiring.
186 mot & fechnalgl four Dt o1 s leng dEvs in

the saddle. I've had some bigger gentlemen

ISt G. S v
the Locals cut there, The antire BXperignce
i5 Bbaut ba 1] Aware nf where you are and
respecting your ervironmens.”

1. o ot want 1o B upsaiting

come an beur and hallvway through the ride
they're just stufed. Youw really do necd to

gl ¥€ e 8% posseble S0 you chn amjoy the

REpENGNCT a5 a whalg

U'd be @ real shame 16 a0 the money IF o die lake the sppedturaty 1 fide this graal
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and set aside the ime for an cxpericnce like
this ard mol &n)oy b due 1o lack ol Biness o
conditioning. Similarly, it's easy o mess up
a great ride by acting like 3 spoilt kid. Eddse
agrees. ~Aggressive and bold attitudes don't
wirk ofi the dosar] and the <ame BiEnude can
quickly see you destroy your bike or yoursell
The riding @ n extremely remote parts of
Australia and you dan’t want 1o got hurt out

thare, 1S pol Dke et an (his BERSE Chast

advenilure with Trapp Tours you can expect o
miae] Bddog whan you toach doswm on Duilpea

from your ilight from Erisbhaneg

Eddie will sel you uwp with your chsice
of ¢ither 3 Suzuki DRZL00E or DRESD and
vau Ul ged assngnad b bl and other chmpmg
pguipmant which will hawe a correspending
i mber 1o wour bike. Yow'll easaly sdenlify your
gear cach day.

B e eEpsic, the BEoommodaian s

The Birdsville Bakery is
l sk for i Sieve] gold

camping and Eddig wouldn't hawe it any cibier
way.  The camping id braliant. What better
way ba spend the night than arownd the fire?
U5 5 tofal swalbe h-all Fsam averyday [de wnth
no mobile phone service, no television and no
Bdi, pust (he subrs and the hre.”

The lamous Birdsville Races is the lure for
nast Fiders but the country pou will cover
getting thora is just as Brilliant. Tha first day

S EREY noung COVer

Ili
thi Teomping Hotel, This place is literally
thee pub with ne boevn. Cobb and Co used o
past throwgh this place but all that romains
5 imE alel, which has DedEn Serving Walry
trawellers sance 1893

The neat day you Bit the dirt Bor 3&4km
to reach Cameron Cornar — wharo Soulk
Augiralia, Queensland snd N3W all meat.

- -
1, RASSIRY By

There i=n't much aul at Cameron Cormer

gther tham the shap and the Dog Fence bul o' s

certainly uniqua

The Dog Fenoe is yel anoiher iconic dussie
legend originally erccted to keep dingoes from
e scegilh-easharn pars e TR Uy Binlt
the Late 18805 the fence is the world's longess,
s Lretchirg 3614km.

The fallowing day leads to a place called
Imnarmanc ks, & place Eddie bikas 8o call 1he

gred of the Earth, It's always windy there but

iIUs & great place 1o wander arownd after a
day's riding. There's the historic pub whichis
graal lor & ek and wie camp an (e banks of
Cooper Cronk

1 wwas o the banks of Cooper Creek where
the final deathly chapter of the doomed Burke
A Whlls

Australia played cut in 1841

It's amazing Lo see the reaction fram
FOOME WNen wWe got out inte ARis Country,
Edde agplaans.  They suddenly remlss |isl
how big Ausiralia is, And in places it"s 50
desolale you can pust imagine the intensity
of the heat in summartime. The riding we
do ared the places we pass through Lo gal
ta Birdswillg are amazing. The pianeering
hestary of Ausiralia is just incredible. Like
whien you get auf on the gibbar plains of the
Stany Deser! youl just (nk, How the el did
thigy survivg out hgrg on horseback and on
Feat in the old days®™

By the time the group rides into Birdsyille
afer fsur days Snd 1035k e the sddbe the
riders are tired but sacited 1o be whera the

BCiOn 5. A5 Eddie says,  Arriving sn Birdsville
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iz chaastic. The toveni iz 5o by Cver race
WppKEnd, o' S jusl Fwdsame

hig tiny lowmn swed s from just 295
residents o arownd S000 Tar the race
weekend and it's like one big party. Maturally
ihi Birdevalle Halal
drinking ard socialising, Eddie reckaons

£ & hiilh lar ealane,

You're nol an Sussie antil you v Been Lo the

Birdswville Pub. It's protty wild there onora

]

wopkend, 15 ust s busy pacple spll sut om
to the sirget and I've seen a few jokers get up
o the rool and the coppers have 1o ump up

there to sort them owt. It's a great pub and

s 5 happamrg place.”

Thie races bring peoplo firom all sver Ausbralia
and 1175 mof just the dusty Facetrack and ke
gaméalirg that draws a crowd., The legendary
Frid Brophy's Boxirg Trouwpe iS & masanm
part of the Birdsville Races weokend

Frid Brop by rins

boxing broupe in the world, Fred offers anyong

1 i ¥ [T,
1P vy DASE Irve L

the chance to challenge ore of his Boxers to
thras on@=-minute rounds under the Brophy
B 1o Enk. There s Blways planty al willing
challgngers and the Bouts can be colauriul, to
gy ke lewad

& night in Brophy's Boxing Tent is theo
bas1,” says Eddie. &S 3 poung fellow | dd
a bit of boximg and | thought, "Gee 'd like 1o
hawe & go at this'. But the people that get up
and have a go at Fred's boxers, soma dan’t
kg what thiry ré gedting themselves in lof
There's atways 50 much action going an. Fred
i% a real showman ard be gets the crowd
going. Thera's guarantesd action inside and

gulsasde ol the reng. Sometimes thera's 3

Your See Seme SIrang e (hings B 1he Sesen

pissed rINGEr or SSMENNE Naving a punc hi-wp

autside the ring snd Fred stops everything

and sorts it all out before the chow goss on
I8 Che bees) Siscis snlarlsndaseng you |l avar
sEE, Fou just dor t get entersainmant ke that

ATV e g,

With the festivities of Birgsville ower, the
ride continues toward Mt 1sa, riding through
Bowlia, covering 477kme Mt |sa is a groat place
1o sl the e 117 of Uhe rrodd e ol niovwhse
but it's the hub for supporting all of 1hat
narth-west ares of Queensland. The mining
ndustry i just huge and Mt lkea lives off it.
Thesfa 5 Seamsislhmg Lhkoe 000K al mafing
roads underground

Riders fy hoe fram ME 153 vath a $1ack
of mamaories and experiences you just can
buy. Heding thraugh this panl ol Aisstrabia
& ncradible initself but 1o take in ang of
Bustralis’s most uniqee sperting ewents while
pou're al it would surely top any talas that
FOUr mates could bl



